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Introduction

What if you worked only because you 
wanted to and not because you had to? 
What if your hard-earned wealth could be 
working for you cover your expenses?

You could travel the world. Quit your job. Maybe 
you’d finally start this business idea you’ve always 

had, without risking your family’s finances. Heck, you 
could still work, but you could work on your own 

terms.

These are some of the reasons why folks like you 
and me are pursuing Financial Independence. It’s 

simple, we want more freedom on how we spend 

our time.

Time is so precious, it is impossible to buy it back, 

regardless of how rich you are. 

Financial Independence is a powerful tool and even 

if anyone could achieve it, only a few actually have 
the motivation to.

Motivation and a good plan are key.

This is what I want to help you with in this guide with 

the 4 Steps to Financial Independence so you too 
can achieve Financial Independence and finally 

spend your time the way you want. Enjoy!



“Goals are dreams with deadlines” 
‒Diana Scharf



#1 Have Your Own Goal

Have you ever been tempted to buy 

the nicest house in the neighborhood 

as a proof of success? Or bought a 

fancier car than your colleagues?

I get it, I’ve had those feelings too. 

But not anymore. 

Not since I have set a goal bigger than myself. It 

helps me stick to my own priorities, not those of 

my friends, colleagues and family.

You need to find your own goal, the long term 

objective that will make you justify your decisions 

for the long term, it will prove useful when social 

pressure is pushing you to live below your means.

Some examples of long term goals : 

- Pay for your kids’ college, in 15 years,

- Being self-sustainable financially when you 

retire in 30 years,

- Or retire Early at the age of 40!



“A Goal without a Plan is just a Wish” 
‒Antoine de Saint Exupéry



#2 Define How You’ll Get 
There
According to research, planning can 

equal 75%* more in savings at the time 

of retirement. Your efforts should be 

maximized and a plan does just that.

Planning is actually much easier that it might 

feel. What takes time is to define a goal and 

understand what intermediate steps are 

required to reach that goal. 

The easiest way? Write them down.

Let’s say you want to save 100,000$ to pay for 

your kid’s college in 15 years. That’s roughly 

6700$ / year, or 560$ / month in savings. That is a 

more tangible goal.

Small steps help remain focused and stay on 

track, week after week, month after month, until 

you reach your multi-year goal.

Having a plan has other benefits too : it’s easier 

to share with a spouse or family, it helps 

remember the reason behind the effort and 

unconsciously, it serves as a self-commitment to 

working towards the goal.

* https://blog.personalcapital.com/financial-planning-2/planning-can-equal-75-savings/



“You can’t improve 
what you can’t 

measure.” 
- Deming.



#3 Measure Your Progress

As with many things in life, it is easier to 

improve when you can measure 

progress.

Imagine if you had to go to school, study for 20 

years straight without any exam and have only 1 

final exam on your 20th year to see whether or 

not you could get your college degree. 

I think you can imagine the catastrophe waiting 

to happen were there no intermediate checks. 

First, there would be no incentive to make 

progress towards a graduation 20 years away, it 

would be too far, too intangible. 

Second, there would be no way to evaluate 

progress and correct course if a subject or skills 

were under-developed and needed corrective 

action. 

So students are tested regularly to keep them 

motivated, evaluate their progress and give 

them an opportunity to adjust their trajectory if 

needed.

Track the progress you make towards your goal 

every month. Forecast what milestone you 

expect to reach 12 months from now and aim 

for it. Give yourself the tools to reach your goals!



“Continuous improvement is 
better than delayed perfection”

‒Marc Twain



#4 Continually Improve

If you’ve implemented the first 3 steps, 

you are on your way to reach 

Financial Independence!

Embrace change and mistakes. As you track 

your progress, you will find that some things 

can’t fall in place the way you want or that 

some intermediate milestone seems impossible 

to reach. 

And that’s ok. 

We learn most when we fail. During a progress 

review, you should be able to get a feel for what 

prevented you from meeting a goal. Maybe you 

ate out more often this month? Or did the 

vacation end up being more expensive than 

expected? 

The reason why we don’t meet goals doesn’t 

matter.

What does matter is what we to get back on 

track.

Imagine how powerful this is!

Try your best, set challenging goals and if you 

fail, see what you can learn about it.

Being able to learn, work hard, improve and 

meet personal goals feels amazing!



“Great things are done by a 
series of small things 
brought together”

-Vincent Van Gogh



Resources:
Why Should you Invest? Read More...

3 Reasons to Have a Strategy for Financial Independence Read More...

How to Calculate your Net Worth Read More...

Guidelines to an Effective Asset Allocation Read More...

Set Yourself up for Success and Join the Million Dollar Club Read More...

Financial Independence Day Read More…

But most importantly…
Start Today!
Below are some articles that are available on The Money Mine, I hope you find them useful.

Hope to see you around on the blog more often.

- Nick



“If you don’t start, you will fail”
‒Seth Godin


